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Synopsis

In this book originally published in 1834, a professional writer retells the story of James Riley (1777
Ag¢a -a ce 1840 ) who was the Captain of the United States merchant ship Commerce. Riley led his
crew through the Sahara Desert, after they were shipwrecked off the coast of Moroccan Western
Sahara in August 1815, and wrote a memoir about their ordeal. This true story describes how they
came to be shipwrecked and their travails in the Sahara Desert. The book, published in 1817 and
originally titled Authentic Narrative of the Loss of the American Brig ’'Commerce’ by the "Late Master
and Supercargo" James Riley, is modernly republished as Sufferings in Africa.The book struck the
nineteenth century reader because it was a startling switch on the then-usual master-slave
relationship, which was white owners and black slaves.Lost in this unknown world, Captain Riley felt
responsible for his crew and their safety. He told of the events leading to their capture by marauding
Sahrawi natives who kept them as slaves. Horribly mistreated, they were beaten, sun-burnt,
starved, and forced to drink their own and camel urine. A slave would be worked until close to death
and then either traded or killed.Once back on shore, Riley devoted himself to anti-slavery work but
eventually returned to a life at sea, where he died of sickness in his sixties. The lives of his crew
were foreshortened, no doubt, from complications caused by their hardships in the African desert.
The last surviving crewman was the cabin boy, who lived to be 82.In 1851, G. Brewster published
the Sequel to Riley’s Narrative: Being a Sketch of Interesting Incidents in the Life, Voyages and
Travels of Capt. James Riley, from the Period of His Return to His Native Land, After His Shipwreck,
Captivity and Sufferings Among the Arabs of the Desert, as Related in His Narrative, Until His
Death.Captain James Riley’s story has served as the basis for several relatively recent published
books: "Skeletons on the Zahara: A True Story of Survival" byDean King, published in 2004; and
"Sufferings in Africa: The Incredible True Story of a Shipwreck, Enslavement, and Survival on the
Sahara" published in 2007. This book published in 1834 has been reformatted for the Kindle and

may contain an occasional defect from the original publication or from the reformatting.
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Customer Reviews

ISIS and the abuse of prisoners. Not so modern. The book clearly illustrates the Muslim culture of
the past and the great difficulty human being can suffer at the hands of their fellow man. A great

story of survival and human endurance under difficult even savage circumstances. A classic story.

yes it is true that history relies on a select audience of those who are willing to read without the
prejudice of their cultural perspective and further are able to attempt to enter that period passing
through the often deceptive discernment of a gifted author such as Samuel G.Goodrich. Thanks

Samuel..

Amazing story of a man and his captivity. An account of courage and perseverance under pressure.

Highly recommended for those who think that have tried it all!.

A truly amazing story, giving insight into the culture of Northern Africa in the early 19th century.
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